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Mexico Building, Yolanda and David Katz Faculty of Arts, 1967
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With the establishment of Tel Aviv University, its
administration sought to establish a Faculty of Arts, the
first of its kind in Israel. As a statement of intent, the
faculty was located in the heart of the campus, between
one of the main gates and the Eliyahu Sourasky Central
Library. Funding came from Jewish donors from Mexico, who
alsodonated the totem statue that stands at the entrance,
hence the name of the building.

The monumental appearance of the building does not
compete with that of the adjacent library building. Special
attention was paid to the design of the spacious entrance
hall - which rises to a height of two stories and is divided
by passages connecting the parts of the building - as a
bustling center of activity and meeting.

The foyer is also dominated by exposed concrete with a
high quality finish, and the angles and straight lines that
characterize the facade continue. On the north wall of the
high foyeris a mural by David Sharir depicting the Tower of
Babel. This painting, like the rest of the hall, is well lit by
natural, filtered light that penetrates through openings
in the ceiling. The hall also features sculptures by Yigal
Tumarkin and a tapestry by Naftali Bezem.

The building's architects, Yitzhak Yashar and Dan Eitan,
took a similar approach in a similar foyer they designed at
the same time at the Tel Aviv Museum of Art. The building's
design earned the architects the Rokach Prize for
Architecture in 1967.
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