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The Buchman-Mehta School of Music, 1966
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As a statement of intent regarding the centrality of art to
the academy, the School of Music building was designated
a prominent location adjacent to one of the main gates to
the campus - but following subsequent changes, it is the
back of the building that now faces the main entrance gate.
The building’s architect is Yehezkel Rosenberg, whose
proposal won the competition.

The School of Music is designed in the spirit of the period
- similar to other buildings on campus at the time - as a
modern horizontal box. Being one of the first to be erected
oncampus,theuseoflightsawnstoneandexposedconcrete
was determined before formulating the design principles
that guided the architects of the subsequent buildings.
The lower floor of the two-story building was originally

designed as an invaded floor — a move that gave lightness
and a sense of levitation to the building, which rests on
a network of thin columns. Later, the invaded space was
sealed off in favor of additional rooms.

The architect gave each of the building's facades a
different treatment. The representative eastern facade
stands out, crowned with a row of tall window openings
protected by shading shutters. The main entrance to the
building, facing the campus traffic axis, was set on this
facade. Two internal courtyards were set in the center of
the building, which were intended to introduce natural
light and air and to provide rest for students and faculty.
The southern courtyard was eliminated in 1998 in favor of
the construction of a concert hall.
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